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PRINCIPLES of the Barrie | 


: ConsTiTuTIoN afferted, &c. 


2 Dran SIR, * 


Mr, Fofter's —— of the behaviour of 
Lord Kilmarnoch; and as I find by a 
Letter in the Weſtminſter Journal, of the 
13th current, that the behaviour of the two 
rebel Lords at their execution, has occaſioned 
various ſpeculation ; and that the converſa- 
tion of the town has turned much on the 
ropriety of it; I ſhall take the liberty f 
diſcloſing io you ſome of my ſentiments, 
with regard to the cataſtrophe of theſe two 
Lords: That which chiefly induces me to 
it, is, Thope, a generous indignation againſt 
the Letter publiſhed in the aforeſaid Journal; 
wherein, th I plainly perceive a ſpiris i in⸗ 
violably tact to * nappy conſtitutions” 


yet 


I THANK you heartily for ſending me 


” Þ 


GY © 
(2) 7 


yet the author ſeems to me to breathe too 
much of arrogance and preſumption, and to 
difcover a very- great degree of ignorance, 
with reſpect to the nature of man, and the 
force and genius of thoſe principles wheres 
withal he may be influenced. " 
This author acquaints us, that in the ge- 
neral opinion Lord Kilmarnock was truly pe- 
nitent, and died like a Chriſtian, which 
ſeems to lay open his fellow-ſufferer, to a 
very odious imputation, as if his behaviour 
had been contrary to the character of chriſti- 
anity ; tho a conſcious ſincerity in the belief 
and profeſſion of that religion, a thing not 
impoſſible to one in Lord Balmerino's cir- 
cumſtances, has inſpired myriads with a 
courage, reſolution, and chearfulneſs ſupe- 
rior to any thing exhibited by that Lord. 
As to Lord Kilmarnock, beſides that he never 
had the conſtitutional courage of Balmerino, 
he had imbibed the principles of liberty from 
his earlieſt infancy, had them powerfully in- 
culcated by a generous and liberal education, 
and by the mild authority of an affeCtionate 
father: Theſe principles: he had alſo openly 
profeſſed and eſpouſed, ſo ſoon as he entered 
upon the world, and was never ſuſpected of 
being tainted with Jacobitiſin, till he lately. 
joingd the rebels. When therefore he was 
prought to a ſcaffold, where the falſe 
images, which had tranſiently dazzled and 
—— | eninared 
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enſnared him, vaniſhed ; it was but natural 
for the principles of his education to operate, 
to reſume their antient authority, and exert 
their power ; eſpecially, as they had formerly 


been curbed and reſtrained, only by chime- 
rical deluſion and artful faſcination : A body 
will neceflarily devolve to the centre, when * 
all obſtructions are once taken out of the way; | 
this eaſily accounts for his penitence, and [I 
join iſſue with this author in believing the 
ſincerity of it. 
b- As for poor Balmerino, this poſitive author 
won't allow any the leaſt degree of merit to re- 
ſult to him, from his ſteadineſs in the cauſe 
3 he had engaged in: he repreſents his firmneſs 
and intrepidity, as an aggravation of his guilt ; 
deſcribes him as obſtinately, incorrigibly and 
highly wicked; tells us, that he had not tge 
leaſt pretence to confidence i in God ; that in 
ſaying he had, he played the hypocrite ; and 
that he was a man invincibly obſtinate; cha- 
racters attrociouſly black indeed. 1 entirely 
agree with this author, however, in his poli- 
— 8 and notions of government; 
t tho' perhaps there is not a man in Eng- 
A — more ſincerely attached to the liber. 
ties of mankind, and our preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment, or a greater enemy to tyranny and 
oppreſſion. of all kinds than myſelf, yet I 
can by no means go ſuch _ 4 this uri. 
ter ! (OR. " f s 
| | B 2 i 


4 
(43 #& 
Did Lord Balmerino's ſteadineſs and intre- 
pidity argue, or infer, by any pretence of good 
redfon, that the principles of Jacobitiſm are 
true and ſalutary, as this auf ur ſeems to 
apprehend, when he tells us, that by reaſon 
of it, ſome are inclined to have a more favour- 
® able opinion of his cauſe. I own he might 
have here occaſion to be angry with his Lord- 
ſhip's behaviour: but I believe, evety unpre- 
judiced man will acquieſce in what Mr. Fg er 
ſays on this head, That in ns caſe can wwe, 


* from the boldneſs and intrepidity f the ſu 72 
« ferer, infer the juſtneſs and 2 F bis 
& principles. Almoſt all religions, however 
different and contradictory to each other, may 
boaſt of martyrs, who have ſealed them with 
their blood; and. yet this can never be rec- 
» © koned any reaſonable proof of the truth'and 
jnſtice of them, unleſs he would reconcile 
contradictions. Chriſtianity has had its noble 
army of martyrs, and yet, notwithſtanding; 
the ableſt defenders of it will not venture its 
divine authority upon this ſole evidence ; for 
at the utmoſt, it can prove nothing: but the 
fracerity, and not the infallibility of the 
i ſons who ſuffered : and I Kllibiley, 
| and deluſion are by no means oppoſite and 
[ contradictory characters in human nature. 
nn Julius Ceſar behaved with great decency and 
. dolution, when put to death in the ſenate- 
| 1 * but this can't poſſibly acquit frm 
| rom 


(9) | 
from the charge of Tyranny and uſurpation, 
for he was certainly a moſt notorious invader, 
and - mercileſs oppreſſor of the rights of his 
country. Even the annals of Tyburn will fur- 
niſh us with many monuments of reſolution 
and boldneſs, and yet this can never -prove 
the innocence or juſtice of felony or treaſon. 

Did Lord Balmerino's behaviour infer the 
iniquity or injuſtice of the ſentence paſſed on 
him by his Peers, I could alſo excuſe this 
author's want of charity ; but no ſuch infe- 
rence can, by any colour of argument, be 


drawn from it. The majority of any ſo-ꝛ 


ciety, or ſuch as are poſſeſſed with the 
ſtrength, power, and privileges of the ſocie- 
ty, have a natural, unalienable, hereditary, 
or, if you pleaſe to call it, a divine right; (for 
the voice of nature is the voice of God) to 
conſtitute - and eſtabliſh among them ſelves, 
whatſoever form of goverhment to them ap- 
pears. beſt; and if there happens, in any ſo- 
ciety, to be a minority, who differ from the 
majority in their ſentiments about the. parti- 
cular mode of being governed, they ought 
reaſonably and peaceably to aequieſce in the 
judgment of the majority, or elſe withdraw 
themſelves to ſome other ſociety; for it 
would be the blackeſt ingratitude and 
treachery, to live under the protection of 
any ſociety, and reap the advantages of it, 
and at the ſame time lye in wait for an 
opportunity to deſtroy and ſubvert it. Such 

OE as 


| © 6) 1 ; 
as make uſe of the power and authority,of 
any ſociety, for the ſecurity of their liber- 
ties and. properties, are virtually to be con- 
ſtrued as well affected to the intereſts of 
that ſociety. But if ſuch a perfidious, un- 
grateful faction, ſhould, by ſome ſtrange fa- 
tality, prove ſucceſsful i in their treaſonable 
deſigns, how diſaſtrous muſt the conſequence 
be? It behoved neceſſarily to introduce all 
the terrible ſcenes of tyranny, ſlavery, op- 
preſſion and bloodſhed, as it would ſubject 
the many to the arbitrary will and pleaſure of 
the few, who, for the maintenance of their 
own authority, would oppreſs and deſtroy 
all ſuch as e it, and thereby eradicate 
all notions of juſtice and right. 

This is pi Mer x the — of the Faocobites, 
who, tho' too numerous indeed, are only. a 
ſmall minority; and reſolutely continuing 
loyal to an exil'd family, as they term it, 
whoſe progenitors on the Britiſb throne, be- 
ing notoriouſly guilty of many acts of ty- 
ranny, both civil and religious, the throne 
became thereby vacant, and their immediate 
deſcendants of the popiſh line, were ſolemn- 
ly abjured by the nation. Even this family, 
this popi/h family, would the Jacobites, from 
abſurd principles of loyalty, fairy notions of 
unalienable right, and falſe ſentiments of 
heroic patriotiſm, reſtore and re-inthrone, a- 
gainſt the will, and in contradiction =P 
enſe 


(70 


ſenſe of a vaſt majority; is this majority to 


be blamed then, for cruſhing this preſump- 


tuous, unnatural, perfidious and reſtleſs fac- 


tion, and taking off the heads of its princi- 


ls? Does not the law of ſelf-preſervation 
juſtify them, in taking all proper methods for 


the ſecurity of their own happineſs, and con- 


ſequently vindicate the ſentence paſſed on the 
rebel Lords? Methinks no man of common 
ſenſe, can well deny the juſtice of this rea- 
ſoning. Whether Lord Balmerino's political 


principles be right or wrong, is not then ſo 
much the queſtion : for let them be right, © l 


or let them be wrong, the ſtate,” the ſociety, 
the majority were compelled by the law of 
ſelf-preſervation, one of the primary laws of 
nature, to deſtroy and cruſh that minority, 
which otherwiſe would haye cruſhed and 
deſtroyed them 2 Salus populi ſupreme lex : 


If a man attempts to cut my throat, I never 


conſider the principles that excite him, but 
diſpatch him immediately; if I can, 
But all theſe conſiderations notwithſtand- 
ing, is it impoſſible to ſuppoſe a Jacobite, 
during the courſe of the laſt rebellion, to have 
acted in conſequence of the real dictates of 


his conſcience ? If any man ſhould be ſo 


poſitive, as our author ſeems to be, to aſ- 
ſume the negative, and maintain that ſuch a 


ſuppoſition cannot be made, he virtually af- 


ſerts, that it is impoſſible for men of common 


capa- 
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capacity to be ſubject to deception of judg · 
ment, or, by any prejudices or prepoſſeſſions 
whatſoever, to be deluded in matters of mo- 
ment and conſequence ; than whicha greater 
abſurdity cannot poſſibly be advanced, as it 
is contrary to the univerſal experience of 
mankind, and the hiſtory of human nature 
in all ages. 

The prejudices of education are ſometimes 
irreſiſtibly powerful, and operate with a 
kind of magic influence: There have been 
many perſons, who would have mounted a 


breach, or marched up to the front of a bat- 


tery, with great intrepidity, who, by reaſon 
of impreſſions ſtamped upon them during 


their infancy, would not, nay could not for 


the world, ſleep in a room by themſelves; 
and this in defiance of the plaineſt dictates of 
their better reaſon, and the undeniable ſenti- 
ments of a well informed judgment. 
Loyalty is a virtue, or rather a complexion 
of virtues, which wears a very amiable and 
venerable appearance. It is a compound 
made up of juſtice, truth, fidelity, grati- 
tude, honour, and the love of one's coun- 
try; and this /ovely form is apt to make the 
deepeſt impreſſions on great and generous 
minds: What alſo goes under the name of 
property and right, is a moſt ſacred idea, and 
is one of the great pillars whereby the liber- 
ties of mankind are ſupported, But — 
E 


( 9): | 
tze ffailty of our preſent ſtate of being, that 
very often men of good genius, and honeſt 
heatts, haye been induced, from a variety 
of cauſes, to form. irregular and abſurd aſ- 
ſociations of ideas; and when once ſuch aſſo- 
ciations have been formed, whether by edu= 
cation, cuſtom, example, or partial judg- 
ment, and have thereby acquired the power 
_ of. habits, it becomes one of the moſt diffi- 
cult things in the world to break the ſpell, 
and diſſolve theſe unnatural aſſemblages. L 
preſume every man, who impartially reflects 
on his own temper and conduct, muſt rea- 


diy acknowledge the propriety of this obſer- 


1 


vation. Neem das ann 3 XA 
May we not ſuppoſe a man, poſſeſſed with 
high notions of loyalty and right, who, by 
virtue of education, example, and a variety 
of other cauſes, has come fo ſtrictly to aſſo- 
ciate theſe ideas of loyalty and right, with 
the indefeafible hereditary ſucceſſion of Kings, 
asg to render it extremely difficult for him to 
_ diſſolve the aſſociation, - The principles of 
hereditary. right,  monſtrouſly abſurd as they 
appear. to us, and as I believe do to all un- 
prejudiced. perſons, yet have been aſſerted 
hy men of good underſtanding, and unqueſ- 
tionable ſincerity. To ſubject the people of 
any Prince to the authority of a foreign 
ower, is moſt certainly a very ridiculous 
ſoleciſm in government; and yet Sir Thamar 


More, one of the fineſt wits of the age, ſuf- ; 


fered 


, * 
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fered for his adherence to this tenet, and 
fuffered with a noble philoſophical ſerenity. 
Mr. Cbilling worth, a man of vaſt compaſs of 
learning an folid judgment, was ſo unhap- 
Py, as to renounce the principles of the re- 
formation, and ſwallow all the monſtrous 
abſurdities of Popery, becauſe he was then 
COT! that the church of Nome was the 

only true church: and ſurely there is no- 
thing more ſelf-contraditory in the doc- 
trine of hereditary indefeafible right, than 
in the doctrines of tranſubſtantiation, and 
the ſupremacy of the Pope, The belief of 
abſurd and ſelf- contradictory docttines, is no 
argument of hypocriſy and infincerity, other- 
wiſe we muſt aſſert, that men are never fin- 
cere, but when they are in the right, or 
that there can be no ſuch thing as a man's 
following the dictates of a miſinformed con- 
ſcience with fincerity, which would be ridi- 
culous, . 

Having previouſly offered theſe general con- 
ſiderations, I ſhall now endeavour more parti- 
cularly to lay open the fallacy. of our author's 
reaſonings, whereby he would faſten an in- 
delible odium on the character of the late 
Lord Balmerino, and tranſmit his fame to 

rage y, with an everlaſting brand of infa- 
| Methinks the crime of rebellion brings 
a a lfient ſtain on his memory, without 
ſullying his laſt moments with the unchari- 
table imputations of iim obſtinacy and 


hy pocriſy. 


| OTROS 
hypocriſy. Such invectives appear to me, to 
be beneath the dignity of a True Briton: 
The excellence of our conſtitution, indeed, 
will juſtify an high degree of reſentment, 
againſt all ſuch as would deſtroy and ſubvert 
it, but can never excuſe the want of huma- 
nity, and of charitable allowances to the frail- 
ties of human nature: One would think the 
generous nature of the Bri77/h conſtitution, 
which is calculated for the growth and im- 
provement of ſocial affection, ought to era- 
dicate all mean and revengeful paſſions, diſ- 
cover its benign "influence in every Britiſb 
heart, and inſtead of animating us with un- 
charitableneſs, to raiſe us to a noble eleva- 
tion of ſoul, diſpoſing us, with a becomin 
dignity and grandeur, to do the utmoſt juſ- 
tice to the virtues even of its enemies, and 
not to disfigure any ſeeming excellence in 
This was the practice of the brave and 
antient Romans, who, as we may learn from 
ſeveral inſtances, ſeem to have ptided them- 
ſelves, in doing juſtice to the magnanimity 
and intrepidity of their enemies, and honour'd 
ſach virtues in them, with the freedom of 
the city of Rome : By ſuch a generous and 
heroic behaviour, did theſe conquerors of 
the world conciliate the eſteem. and venera- 
tion of ſuch as they conquered, and may be 
faid to have ſubdued the nations, as much, 
by a ſublime and 8 generoſity, as Ty 
2 | mne 


(132) _. j 
the ſtrength of their arms. What pity is it, 
that that heroic ſpirit ſhould ſeem ..extin» 
guiſhed in any of our Britiſb ſons? or that 
the low ſpirit of malice and invective ſhould 
in any inſtance ſhew itſelf? The rebels 
ought to be regarded by us, as a ſet, of men 
who are blind to their own happineſs, whom - 
we puniſh, not from principles of ; cruelty 
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render them the more Gol Hors: and ok 
 claimable. | 
The — 4 the government in this 

; reſpect, is kad. directed by a becoming 
prudence and ingenuity ; ſeverity is ſoftened 
wich humazity, and mercy apid-juſtice-met 
together. Tho it be in the power of his 
Majeſty to puniſh, with the utmoſt rigour 
yet he — to indulge the dictates of cle- 
meney, and thus preſerves thi. Job een 
of a magnanimous Prince. 


BY bi ger ad penis princeps, ' of Mente 12 


Fear may reſtrain mens ouvert acts; but 
without gratitude; which can only be excited 
by — and acts of generoſity,” it can 
neyer conquer the heart, and produce the 
cordial affections of love, or :the> ond merits 
of updiflembled, loyalty,:. wW9.y.10 1 fo} 
-, -How..criminatfoeyer-then, the: 8 aro, 
by invading our. moſt excellent conſtitution, 
yet it muſt be ingenuouſl/ confeſſed at the 
ſame time, that virulent irefleRtions; bitter 
inyeRives, harſir and ungenerdus conſtruc- 
tions, can never be juſtiſed in any Britiſb 
ſubject, as they! are; eſſentially tepugnant to 
the genius oof the Eng/i/h government: Tho 
the rebels are ſaerilegiouſſ/ willing to deſtroy 
this ſacred form: 1 17 reaſdn :of:her, benign 
_ diſpoſition, ſhe would: even: them 
from the enxenomed arrows of her own . 
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ve Kg mes ighly wicked invincibly 
She Bhs 
chimerical and monſtrouſly 


trine, indeed, to m ae 
of human happi s, and tory to the 
attributes of God, as our author expteſſes it; 


but I don't ſee how I can fairly from thence 9 
conclude, Baimerino's behaviour at his execu- 


tion, to have been highly wicked and hypo- 


critical, Tho men are born with the ſame 7} 


natural faculties in kind, yet there is a vaſt 
"diverſity, in their degrees of perfection; ſo 
that what appears demonſtrable to one of a 
ſuperior genius, to another of leſs ta- 
tion, ſeems obſcure or doubtful. Men alſo 
do often contemplate the ſame object in dif- 
+ ferent points of view, which occaſions a diſ- 
cordancy of appearance. The circumſtances 
of education are likewiſe many times diſſi- 
_ and even oppoſite, and the principles 
which they have imbibed from their infuney, 
with a religious veneration, are frequentiy 
contradictory: their intereſts, ties und . obli- 


gations, and conſequently their paſſions and 


affections, with regard to the objects of them, 


minen fy'd; ſo that, mo- 


rally ſpeaking, it is as prepoſterous to expect 
an — uniformity ſentiment 
mankind, as to fee an — ernIEy © 


natural 


. and;complexions': the laws of the 


K -—- * . 
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hypocritical, is taken from the 4 
abſurd doctrine 
of indefeaſible hereditary right. This doc- 
chinking is deſtructive 
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(15) 1 
natural and moral world, won't allow us to 
XZ hope for either. eee e e- 
= Such doctrines efpecially, as are exhibited 
bo us as ſacred and divine, of all others, are 
¶apteſt to make the deepeſt and the moſt inde- 
ble impreſſions, on the foft and unſuſpi- 
cious minds of children ; and if, at the fame 
time, they are inculcated by perſons whom 
ve eſteem and reverence, and if the ideas of 
I honour, fortitude, and heroifm are annexed 
to our m them, in ſpite of all 
| ſition, we may cafily ſuppoſe the be- 
ier of ſuch doctrines, thro* ſeveral other con- 
SScourring circumſtances, to ſettle itſelf into 
ſuch a 3 habit, as to require an infi- 
nite deal of pains to conquer it: yea, 
poſſibly, the arguments offered ed ie: 
may appear to the perſon as the diftates of a 
licentious — rather than of ſound 
reaſon, which often proves a great obſtacle 
againſt the admiſſion of truth. Such doc- 
trines therefore as have been inculcated on us, 
in our infancy, and more advanced years, 
with a ſacred — 1 1 tay ru minge * 
ſtance only, in the divine hereditary right of 
4 Ks moſt abſurd and tient in 
themſelves, ſhall, generally fpeaking, be re- 
garded and revetenced by men, duting their 
whole life after, to the neglect and contempt 
of the doctrines of teaſon and ſound pru- 
dence, Thus we have known' men, who 
have been born and” brought- op amidft” 
6 bt 1 bideous 
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1460 
hideous rocks, mountains and precipices, 


who have all their life-long preferred the 
places of their nativity, where: the object of 


ſenſe. made the firſt impreſſions on them, 


and the rugged ſcene entertained their inno- 


cent, unexperienced , minds, to the open 
lawgs, flowery meadows, and fruitful cham- 
pain countries, 


Muhen a particular family has been 2 | 


»L © > $ 


- 


ſeſſion of regal power for a long ſeries of 


time, ſuch is the nature of man, and the 


courſe of things in this world, that of neceſ- 
ſity, if the reigns of the ſeveral Kings have 
generally been but indifferently good, they 


muſt have gained. a very extenſive intereſt, 


(17) 
- tharriabes wirh the gentry. All the fami- 
lies of diſtinction muſt have ſerved, both in 
civil and military employments, and poſſibly 
may have acquitted themſelves with honour, 
and obtained laurels under their reſpective 
Sovereigns. By this means a community of 
intereſts has been eſtabliſhed among all ranks 
and degrees, and conſolidated by all the ties 
of - honour, gratitude, affection and blood; 
for, with reſpe& to the common people, as 
merit muſt have raiſed many particulars to 
places of honour and truſt, ſo generally they 
readily enter into the ſentiments, views, and 
intereſts of their ſuperiors, and will be for- 
ward on all occaſions to defend their honours, 
preheminences and eſtates, eſpecially if ani- 
mated by a loyal and popular clergy. And 
vrhen once a ſpirit of loyalty has become 
habitual, and the genius and complexion of 


a ſtate thus formed, it muſt be a work of 


time wholly to new model it; for natural 
habits are more obſtinate than thoſe of par- 

ticular perſons, as they are ſupported by ſuch 
an extenſive unity of power, intereſt, and 
When therefore a revolution happens in 
ſuch a ſtate, and a new family comes to be 
in poſſeſſion of the regal power, there muſt 
of neceſſity, from the conſtitution of human 
affairs, if the avtient family ſtill lays claim 
to the crown, be many perſons in ſuch a 
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numerous ſociety. as is ſuppoſed, ho will 
be diſpoſed to look with an eye of affection 
and commiſeration, to the immediate de- 
ſcendants of their antient Kings. Pity will 
even take ſometimes place of reſentment; 
ſentiments of gratitude as _— 
will be apt to operate; ideas of loyalty, 
which they: 1 been taught religiouſly to 
annex to a lineal ſucceſſion, will be ready 
to revive; and the ties of conſan guinity and 
blood will put in their plea; ee if ex · 
cited by promiſes of. ſuecour foreign 
power. And as the generality of be 
are much diſpoſed to prefer former things to 
the preſent, they will contemplate the reigns 
of their antient Kings, with a more zealous 
affection, than the preſent times, altho' in 
many reſpedts vaſtly: inferior to chem. Sach 
are the deluding prejudices and prepoſſeſſi- 
ons human nature is ſubject to: however, 
the hiſtory of all ages confirms the power and 
influence of them; and this, I think, may - 
24 good way to account for the firſt and 
ſt rebellion in Scotſand. I am perſuaded; 
that ſpirit will at laſt be wholly conjured 
down, in that part of the Britiſs:dominions ; - 
but time is the mother of all things: when 
any body, whether natural or politic, has 
been once intenſely heated, it requires a 
proportionable 1 to recover a e deer , 
. eee een SITE 1 
W „ 9 hoe] And 
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And bere 1 muſt take the hberty to obs 
ſerve, that I can by no means ſo naturally 
account fot the remains of Jacobitiſin in Eng- 
End, as among the Scorch. James the Firft 
was no native of England, any more than 
the prefent reigning family; he was at beſt 
büt à weak Prince, and his reign ſerved al- 
moſt to no other purpoſe, but as a foil, to 
ſet off the luſtre of that of his predeceffor ; 
he certainly alſo endeavoured to heighten the 
totions bf ſovereignty and prerogative, be- 
ond what the Kings of England before him 
had done. I coul 7 paſs over the 
times of ta Barer the Fin, the blunders. 


of whoſe Fer fi. were only expiated by his own 
= blood, and the ſubverſion of the conſtitution, 
And what can be faid by any true Exgliſt- 
man, in raiſe of the reign of his ſon, tho! 
recalled: from exile, with almoſt a mad, as 
well as extravagant joy. And Ring James 
the Sechud forfeired bk crown, "by the” mol 

flagrant invaſions on the confiltytion, and a 
downright breach of bis coronation oath, 
An Enghſ> Facobite therefor© appears to me 

a moſt. extravrdinaty phenomenon in the po- 
litical World: he ſeems to be an effect with- 
aut 4. cauſe, unleſs he is bribed to it, by a 
latent intereſt, Which leads him on, if not 


1 5 1 to murder our Britiſ liberties. 
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not have been much otherwiſe,” if the young 

But to return to our author. To ſupport the 
charge of invincible obſtinacy and hypocriſy 
againſt Balmerino, he reaſons from the ex- 
cellency of our conſtitution, and the happy 
effects of the preſent government. Iacknow- 
ledge the truth of the premiſſes; but cannot, 
ſo readily join iſſue with him, in the inte- i 
rence he makes from them. Mr. Fofter. AC 
quaints us, when he converſed with Lord 


Kilmarnock on the conſequences of the re- 


bellion, and repreſented to him, that its na- 
tural tendency was the ſubverfion- OH our 
conſtitution, and the introducti arbitrary 43 
wer: That his Lordſhip faidy © That. = 7 
had conſidered that as a l poſſible, or 


* 


at moſt as are motely probable conſequence, 


ce and did not look upon it as a thing, ſo 
te cloſely. connected with the ſucceſs of the 
« rebellion, as was generally imagined ; that 
«© he thought that the experience, which the 


« family of the Stuarts had had of the ili 
c effects of making any violent attacks upon 1 


« the conſtitution, would make them cau- 
« tious and deliberate; or hoped, that the 
<« invincible ſpirit of Britiſh liberty, would 
<« render all ſuch attempts unſucceſsful,” 


And why may not Lord Balmerino be al- 


lowed to have been honeſtly of the ſame 


ſentiments, and to have believed, tho; erro- 


* 
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neouſly, that the conſtitution would be in 
no great danger from à revolution? Lotd 


Kilmarnock remained in that opinion during 


the whole courſe of his trial, When he had 
time and leiſure to think cooly and delibe- 
rately. and good opportunities of being un- 
deceived ;- tho? he had been carefully edu- 
cated in the principles of liberty, and was a 
man of learning; neither of which can be 


aſſerted of Balmerino : He came only to ſee 


the. falſity of his ſentiments a little before his 
execution. 1 | 
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...- To. ſupport his. charge, our author alſo 


enumerates the . cruelties and depredations 
committed by the rebels, in the proſecution 


of their ſcheme, whereof Balmerino muſt in- 


deed be allowed to have been an acceſſaty. 
Every conſidetate perſon will acknowledge, 
that when. cruelties and depredations muſt 


| neceſſarily attend the execution of any. ſcheme, 


one had need to be well adviſed of the juſ- 


tice and expediency of the project, before he 
embarks. in it; for no perſon of common 


humanity, would chuſe to ſhed blood, or to 
bring ravage and deſolation on his fellow- 
creatures, unleſs. the goodneſs and juſtice of 


of the cauſe did maniteſtly authorize it. Tbe 


law: itſelf, however inexorable it may | be, 


would not put; criminals to death; unleſs the 


reſervation of-the liberties and-properties of 
others rendered it neceſſary: Neither would 
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any wiſe ſtate ever make war upon another, 
unleſs from proſpects of advantage, which 
cannot be otherwiſe ſecured or obtained, 
and which may be ſufficient to countervail 
all the miſeries attending it. 
I ſhall very readily grant alſo, that even 
the eſtabliſhment of rg itſelf, will not in 
every caſe juſtify the affection of it: I ſhall, 
for argument-ſake , allow the Chevalier's 
right to the crown to be good; yet, when I 
conſider, that his reſtoration to the exerciſe. 
of it, would be moſt vigorouſly oppoſed by 
the generality of the Briliſb nation, and by 
all the Proteſtant Powers of Europe at leaſt; 


company it, and of the dangers to which our 
r <a both in church = ſtate, muſt - 

neceſſarily be expoſed ; I ſhall never be per 
ſuaded, 8 the r:ghts of any fingle nlp . 
let them be what they will, can be a ſuffi- 
cient warrant for me, to plunge my country 
in blood and confuſion, and to entail ſlavery 
and de ſtruction upon her, for God knows 
how long. The rights and proſperity of any 
particular family, in my eſtimation, cannot 
compenſate the deſolation of a whole ſtate; 
or be weighed in the balance with the ex- 

cellencies of the Briti/h conſtitution ; for 1 
don't much admire that remantic philoſophy 
which aſſerts, 'that right ought to be d | 
tho' the Heavens themſelves ſhould go-to 
wreck, NA But 


When I reflect on the carnage that muſt c- 


S 
But to ſpeak ſeriouſly, the diſmal conſe- 
zuences that muſt neceflarily attend the vin- 
dicating and afferting this right, and. the re- 
ſtoring it to life and motion, are invincible 
proofs to me, that in reality it can be no right 
at all, but only a mere jeſuitical chimera, a 
fairy fine ſpun notion, or a metaphyſical 
cobweb, I never ſhall believe, that God has 
given any man a right to enſlave his creatures, 
and to deſtroy the works of his hands; for 
it would be as good ſenſe to ſay, that a man 
has a divine right to play the Devil: And 1 
hope, that in Great Britain, every pretence 
to the crown ſhall in fact be found to be vain 
and chimerical, unleſs founded upon the con- 
Ent and voice of the 1 ; otherwiſe what 
dreadful havock muſt enſue ? erbte 
As to the cruelties and depredations which 
attended the late rebellion, Balnerino pro- 
bably conſideted them, as the neceflary and 
unayoidable confequences of a juſt war. All 
caſuifts will own in general, that many things 
which 'in times of peace, would be deem 


in the proſecution of a war; and particu- 
larly to weaken and diftreſs the enemy, which 
is one of the great politicks of war: The 
maxims of war, and thoſe of peace are wide- 
ly different. War is moſt certainly the God- 

fs of licentiouſneſs, and rapine and deſola- 


tion are always in her train; and therefore 


2 her 


acts of cruelty and oppreſſion, are juſtifiable 
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her ſtandard ought never to be diſplayed, but 
in caſes of the laſt extremity, and when all 
other means have proved unſucceſsful. We 
may preſume, that Balmerino looked on war 
as the laſt re/ource, for the reſtoration of in- 
jured right. As he was naturally of an open, 
noble, and generous diſpoſition, the ideas of 
"boyalty and right appeared to him, as they al- 
ways muſt do to great minds, as objects of 
the higheſt yeneration, and moſt command- 
ing authority. Unhappily indeed for him, 
by the influence of education, cuſtom, habit, 
= example, he had connected theſe fair 
and lovely ideas, with the hereditary and in- 
defeaſible right of a particular family, which 
had been dignified with regal power for many 
generations; and when ideas have been thus 
aſſociated, tho”, in reality, the aſſociation is 
abſurd and unnatural, it has been often be- 
yond the power of great men, to diſſolve the 
inchantment, and confider the ideas abſtractly, 
and as they are in their own nature. The 
celebrated Mr. Bayle, a man of a moſt noble 
and comprehenſive genius, Who had been 
obliged to take ſanctuary in a neighbouring 
republick, to avoid the effects of arbitrar 
power in his native country; yet remain 
to the day of his death, in a full 3 
of the lineal and hereditary right of Kings ; 
which indeed is a prodigy in one of ſuch a 
com e genius, and freedom of thought 


On 


r 
on all other ſubjects. Virtue appears, to to all 
honeſt and generous minds, as e moſt ve- 
of and amiable thing in the Wag When 
ideas of virtue are therefore blended with ; 
ideas wherewithal they have no connexion. 
in the nature of things; when theſe hete- 
rogeneous images, by means of cuſtom and 
confirmed habit, have always appeared to the 
mind in, copjungiion, and "ooftaatly and in- 
ſeparably united; then it is that the deluſion. 
becomes ſtronp „ and operates with what may 
bas called a magic force; for I am, of opinion, 
that the 1 5 indulgence of any vice or, 
crime would be imprattcable, and ioſup-, 
portable: by. creatures of our make, were it 
not That LAS 5 85 8 and ſocial ideas, 25, 
2 5 2 5 Conte: Qed wi 2 The ideas 
ne a ner oſi W r 
are met and 3 a 5 
35 highwaymen, relieve their MB. an 
Foal, ali init) of their cr 775 
ſhall here. Only obſerve. in ng, that 
toe | MEn;are 0 often ſeduced education, to 
he 45 milhon 6 of crimes againſt the ſtate, 
and 200 tions of iq;  thetrby formgd ffs : 
15 9 9 Ris SHB diſſolved 3 
ar 1 1 25 ation 0 youth is juſtly enti 
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hy, have been n wiſe, legiſlators, - 'by 


whoſe inſtitutions childten have been regard- 


ed and | treated.” as. the * of the ſta 
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and educated at the publick expence: And 
were any thing of this nature to be eſta- 
bliſhed among us, the utmoſt precaution 
would be requiſite, to employ ſock inſtruc- 
tors only as were fit for the purpoſe; ſuch 
as would be careful to prevent early unnatu- 
ral aſſociations of ideas; men of generous 
and liberal education, and of the pureſt mo- 

rals, detached from the miſchievous ſpirit of 
party, both civil and religious, and whoſe 
great care might be to form the mind to 
virtue, and the love of their country: By 
this means ſtate crimes, ariſing from educa- 
tion, might be prevented. The happy con- 
ſequences of ſuch an eſtabliſhment, under 
wiſe and generous regulations, are hardly to 
be conceived : With reſpect to the policy of 
it, the Jeſuits have largely experienced i 1 


10 


influence and importancgdſge. 
Our author further aſſerts, that ſuch a! gu- 
ments as would vindicate Lord Balmerino, 
from the charge of invincible obſtinacy, mul 
alſo juſtify all the cruelties and barbaric of 
the court of inquifition. I cannot ſee this 
conſequence to be juſt, in its full extent, | 
Such among the Roman Catholicks, as have 
been carefully and induſtrioufly educated in 
er ignorance; whoſe eyes are cloſed by 
their ſpiritual guides, and who believe only 

as the church, that is, as their clergy teach 
them to believe, tho naturally they may be 


(27) 
of humane and merciful diſpoſitions : yet, 
being aſſured, and over- perſuaded by their 


ghoſtly fathers, that Hereticks are no better 


than Deicides, and helliſh 4 * they 
may be ſo myſteriouſly deluded and infatua- 
ted, as to look upon hecatombs of hereticks, 
as ſacrifices acceptable to God, They follow 
the dictates of conſcience, and are therefore 
ſincere; and becauſe of their invincible igno-' 
rance, all charitable allowances are to be 
made them : but woe to theſe wretches and 
miſcreants, who are the authors of this brutal 
ignorance, who know the cheat, and who 
make uſe of it, only to fill their inſatiable 
coffers. If there be a God in Heaven, his 
fury muſt reſt upon them. 

Balmermo, by all a ces, ſeems to 
have been a plain honeſt blunt man, delud- 
ed by education and prejudice ; and tis pity 
ſucha block of Parian marblehad not received 
the poliſhing of ſome liberal and ingenious 
hand, it might haye been faſhioned into a 
beautiful pillar of the conſtitution ; but it 
was ſo unfortunate as to remain in its native 
rudeneſs. Courage and reſolution he was 
certainly endowed withal ; and tho' they do 
not properly belong to the virtues, as they 
are often conſtitutional, yet they are fre- 
quently the great ſupports of virtue, and 
give it a venerable appearance, Thoſe who 
ſay that his courage was affected, ſeem” to 

| — 3 advance 
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advance an unſolvable paradox; for it cer- 
tainly requires as much fortitude, and pre- 
ſence of mind, to ſuppreſs all the ſymptoms. 
of fear, when dne is thoroughly ſhocked and 
terrified, as to conquer the fear of death it- 
ſelf : and tho” courage and intrepiditydepends 
much on the conſtitution, yet I doubt very 
much, whether that muſt not even fail a 
man, on the point of args a tragical 
death, unleſs ſupported by conſcious fince- 
rity, or ſtrong artificial antidotes, 

No mortal can look into the fecret receſſes 
of the ſoul, or diſtinctly view the real ſprings 
of human actions. It is the prerogative of 
God alone to judge the heart; and therefore 
it muſt be preſumptious to aſcribe the beha- 
viour of Lord Balmerino to invincible obſti- 
nacy and hypocriſy, when it may be reaſon- 
ably imputed to ger cauſes of a more inno- 
cent nature, Had the great Mr, Chilling- 
worth died in the principles of popery, before 
his eyes were opened, which is a ſuppoſable 
caſe, would it not be deemed uncharifable to 
fay, that he died invincibly obſtinate and hy- 
pocritical ? And who knows, but Lord Bal- 
merino, had he not been prevented by an un- 
natural death, might have ſeen his error, as 
that great man did afterwards, Balmerino 
was a man, who, by all accounts, ſincerely 
believed the principles of chriſtianity z and 
who will venture to be fo dogmatical as to 
* n aſſert, 
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affert, that the belief of the indefeaſible right 


f Kings, mult negeffarily cut off 4 man 
en "the. hopes and affurance, which a 


conſcious fincerity in'that BY. _— 
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In fine, A tho' a 
mind capable of ſublime ſentiment; what 
Could bè more noble, more humane and ge- 
nerous, than his compliments to Lord Ni. 
marnock, immediately before his execution? 
We forry, my Lord, to have your com- 
„ pany in this expedition, and that I cannot 
pay this reckoning alone.“ This is not 
the e of a mean, ſavage and cruel 
heart, but worthy even of the great heroes 
of antiquity. Let therefore his aſhes remain 
undiſturbed, and let us freely own, that he 
Was a brave, reſolute, intrepid man, 
by a fatal unhappy ſincerity, in the belief and 
obligation of miſchievous and erroneous 
ciples, obliged his coùntry, from n 
reaſons of Rate, with reluctant and compaſ- 
ſionate hearts, to offer him up a ſacrifice to 
publick juſtice. | 
Thus I have conſidered Lord Balmerinb's 
behaviour purely in a philoſophical light, 
without regard to the ſentiments of an 
party, further than the nature of ſuch a diſ- 
quiſition required; and whether I have en- 
tered into the true cauſes of this phenome- 
non in the moral world, I humbly ſubmit 
to your better judgment : And as gy — 
ters 
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letters are to be ſuppoſed el — 
and inaccurate, your candour and 
gives me reaſon to hope, that this 1 
Eſſay ſhall be * with you, to all 


indulgenci nature of it requires. I 
am, with Er e „1 
: 85 
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